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THE IR;EAS~ Of mE S TATE OF FLORroA

pEP ARTMFNT OF INS~CE

Bn.t NELSON

March lS, 1999

l'.IIr .Ib omas F~. Wood, Assistant 1hief Fire & Life S~lfety p~vision

:2333 West Glades Road
Boca FBton, 'F;torida 33431-7311

~I'-(r. Wood

An infl)rma.ticlnal work~()p wasfnducted to gain public input on the issue of emergency foX"ce$
notifiGation. Ail interpretation w $ previously issul:d by thIs office re ardjng the subject. The
follow~ng position and explanati n is the result of the workshop andB considerable input from

Other SQW"ces.

QudtioliB

Two q(Jestions gener'd.lly appear ~ havc been presented:

1. Wh.!1'e em~~rgency forces noti ~ cation is required; may the authQrity havil1g jurisdiction (the
Jocal '!Uthwi~y e7J/wci1lg the fi'e mIlS and rules) requir2 that any om or more of the Jour options
stated tnNFJIA JOl, Standard 7- .4, be used?

2.lfthe au/h(1rity havitrgjUriSdi" j ion requires one Qr more of the four t)ptiQ1lS in Strmdard 7-6.4,

may ft r~qulr~ "ha, the procedure be listed?

RQPOn5a

1- Yes.

2. Ye~, but oIlly for option (b)~ o~ Standard 7-6.4, for a "'listed'l cmtra15ta.tion.

Discu lsion

Quntioll 11 W1Iere em~rgenC)'~ forc,s notification i.)" req'1iired, may the authority having

jurisd,°ction (the local authority nforci72g the fire laws mId rules) require that any one "7 mwe

ofthtofour °1-'tions $t(Jted in NFP lQI, SlandLlrd 7-6.4, be u.fed?
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Rule Sel:tion 4~A.48.008. f.A.C., requires t~t automatic cmersency forces notification be
insta;llM and ~perated in accordance with the: applicable NFP A s.tandar~s a..do~ ~n R111e
Sect10n 4A-3.0l2.1 The fitct that the words ..accepta.ble '[0 the: a.uthonty havmg Jur~sdictlon" are
not inR\Jle Section 4A-48.008, F.A.C., is meaningless. Those words do not have to be in 4A.-
48.00\ bec;ausle 4A-4g..()O8 requircs compliance, in total, with the Standard adoptc:d in 4A-

3.102.
By adoF'rlng the c;n~irc NFPA 101. Life Saf6ty Code, 'o'I1itbout change to NFPA 7-6.4, mi of the
ptovisio(l3 of7-6.4 were adopted. §7-64, in turn, provides that the authority having jurisdi~io~
may accept ~. of the four sy5tems or connections c~ntained therein.

Standarci 7-6.4 ofNFPA 10), states"
.'-6.4 Emer~ent:y Fo'.us Notificauon Where roquirro by another ~tion of t],jg Code
l:mel:geDlcy forGes notifi(;ation shall b~ provided to alert the municipal fire ~ and

lire brigade (ifprovided) offire or od1er em~gcncy.

Where fire department notific-ation is ~uired by another scction of this Code.
1~ fire a\arm syS(eJn shall be aITan~d to tr:ansmlt the alaun automatioa11y via aJ:ry of the
'fo1lowi11g m~ acccpbble to the autl1ority having jurisdiction and in accord8:l)Ce with

'~P A j'2. National Fire Alarm Code:

1 Ru!8 Seo non ~A-4;B.OOS. ~~ Mmi4l$trali'Ve ~e, St3u:a:
!oIJ.touJali~ ~.y mc~ DOtifics1~ and M)'type ofDl.~~/! Qr~ .!am1 "Igna\s $~I ba ~Icd -d opCf. iA
~~ wi!h 1IIe .P.JIliwle N1'PA. ~da{ds 8dopled in ~ 4A~.Ot'l(l), FloriM Admim~ive CQd~.

.Rule Se Si6fl4A-3.01'l(1~ fllBi~ Aaminl~w 1;;\)110. ~\$3'

66. S 6nIJs-:o "d <3<3:<31

(a) An auxiliaI')' alarm system, or

{b) A ocntra.l station connection, or

(G} Apropri~ gystem, or

(d) A remote station connection.

Exception; Wher~ none of the Qbove means of norificat1orl is avQjlabl" a plan 10,
nottflc,rtton of th~ municipal jlr~ de'partmcnt a"ceptable tc the mJthl)'.~ry huvi1lg

jurisdi(:iion .shall be provided.
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Therefore, whlere fire department notification is required by another section of the ~ife Safety)
Code, '7.6.4 rc~quires that it bc:. made in onc (or morl:) of the four ways indicated therein which is
acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction. The "authority having ju~jsdAction.' i~ the local
authority enforcing the fire lawg and rules.

QU'.fti,~JI 2, ~f the authority having jurisdiction requires one or more of the four options in
Standard 7,,6../. may ii require. that the procedure be listed?

The definitions undc:r Section 7-6.4 (and NFPA 72 1993 Handbook Editjon Chapter 4-3, at Page
121, \\'hjch h;as also been adopted by administrative rute), provid~ ditectiCIn for Fire Alann
Systems. The rjefin~tjQJl ~~r;I~ Qption (b), the Central Station rire Alarm System, provides for "a
listed central ~;tation. ..."

TbeFefi)r~ requiring,a "liSted "ti,' central nation service is permissible, since that kind of symem
comes under subparagraph (b) of 7-6.4. B~caus~ none oftbe other options under 7-6.4, which
eon~i~t of (a.) a.n auY.iliary alann system, (c) 11 proprietQry gygtem, or (d), a remote ~ation
connection. p,'ovide for "listing. JJ the authority havin~ Jurisdiction may not require listing for any
other options (i.e.J (a>~ (c), or (d). If the authorIty having jurisdiction dirj) At wou~d be j~
violatilJn of the proscnption in Secnon 63:3.022(2)(b). florida Statutes. which statcs:

A local a.uthori~ may not rcquirt mor~ Stringent Wlifonn flrC5afcty S1aIlda.rds owith
respect to buildings or structures subject ~ suM StM~d.$ ~e~t as provided ill
~Iph (c;) [nota~~licab]cJ.

To sunllnarize~ therefore:

Th8 lol:al authority has the option of requiring anyone or more of the four choicC3 in 7~6.4. If
the loo.al authority 3c;lect3 option (b), the central $ta.tion connection, the requirement is that those
connections b~~ listed. Listing cannot be re'iuired for any other option [(a)1 (c» or (d)] because to
require jtwould violate Section 633.022(2)(b), Florida Statutes.

Please note that the information contained in this letter is my own opinion. White it is based on
my: kn,Jw]edg,c and ~xpericnce with the Division of State Fire Marshal; it is not necessary the
official position or interpretation oftbe State Fire Marshal.

To obtain the official position or interpretation of the State Fire Marshal. yo\l may file a. Petition
for Del~aratory Statcment. Enclosed are copies of(l) Section 120.5651 Florida Statutcs,. and (2)
Rule 28-105.(~O3j Florida Admjnistrati~ Codc. If you rcqucst a. D~1aratQJ!Y Statemen~ please;
be sure to foUow the instructions in Rule 28-105.002, "The Petition..' the address of the Agency
Clerk is: Agency Clerk

Pep~nmMt 0{ Insutanee
612 Larson Building
200 East Gaines Street
Tallahassee, Ftorida. 32399-0300

Sincer(:]y)
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